Early therapy with valaciclovir or famciclovir reduces but does not abrogate herpes simplex virus neuronal latency.
Mice were infected via the ear pinna using a recombinant strain of HSV-1 expressing the beta-gal gene under the LAT promoter. Mice were treated continuously with valaciclovir or famciclovir, from 1 day before or 1 day after virus inoculation for 10 days. Ipsilateral and contralateral trigeminal and cervical ganglia were later assessed by co-cultivation or for X-Gal-positive or LAT-positive neurons. Latency was markedly reduced by early therapy, however, a basal level of HSV-1-positive neurons was detected in all mice.